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Foreword – Karen Price OBE, Executive 
Director, Tech Partnership Degrees

We are delighted to welcome students, employers and university staff to the 
Tech Industry Gold Student/Employer South Event 2019.
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You will already know that Tech Industry Gold degrees 
are special. What you may not know is the results of 
the latest statistics from the Higher Education 
Statistics Agency (HESA):
• 84% of Tech Industry Gold graduates achieve 1sts 

or 2:1s; 

• 50% are earning more than £25,000 within six 
months of graduation; 

• they are less likely to be unemployed than any 
other subject area except medical/veterinary 
subjects and education; 

• and graduates rate these programmes as better 
preparation for self-employment or starting a 
business than any other subject area. 

The full details of these results will shortly be on our 
website www.tpdegrees.com/results.

The Tech Industry Gold Student/Employer 
events are an important part of what makes 
these degrees special.

• For students, today offers a unique 
opportunity for you to gain industry-valued 
skills, and to learn from employers from 
large corporates to small businesses.

• For employers, you will meet and be 
inspired by talented young people and have 
the opportunity to contribute to their 
development. 

• For university staff, we hope you will 
enjoy meeting each other and the many 
employers who are kindly offering their time 
to help your students.

http://www.tpdegrees.com/results


Foreword – Karen Price OBE, Executive 
Director, Tech Partnership Degrees
As well as speed networking, our sessions 
today focus on project management and 
employability skills – essential elements of 
any successful student’s skillset in today’s 
world.

We are also looking forward to the 
competitions, where students will present 
ideas on the use of Artificial Intelligence 
for business innovation in the future. The 
standards are always high, and I am sure 
the employer judges will have difficulty 
choosing the final winners! We wish all 
competitors the best of luck.

We will be capturing today’s events on our social 
media channels - please help by posting your own 
content, using the #southevent19, and sharing it on 
Twitter @tpdegrees and Instagram 
@techpartnershipdegrees. 

Also, we value your feedback to help us continue to 
develop Tech Industry Gold accredited degrees. 
Please take a couple of minutes at the end of the day 
to complete our survey.

I look forward to spending the day with you and thank 
you all for your involvement with Tech Industry Gold 
degrees.

Karen Price OBE, Executive Director, 
Tech Partnership Degrees

https://www.surveygizmo.eu/s3/90125869/Feedback-South-Event-2019


Thank you to the employers who have 
joined us today…



Biographies

We wanted to find out a bit more about each of our 
speakers and presenters so we asked them three 
questions….

What three items would you take with you to a desert 
island?

Who/what inspires you?

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film of 2018/19?



Thank you…

to all the presenters, speakers and networkers who have joined 
us today.



Colin Bannister - VMWare
What three items would you take with you if 
you were on a desert island?

I am horribly practical!! A knife; a giant box of 
matches; and a fishing net …..

Who/what inspires you?

Anyone who pushes the boundaries of science 
for the benefit of humanity (with humility) ……

Seeing someone achieve their maximum 
potential.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in 
February, what’s your favourite film for 
2018/9?

Bohemian Rhapsody



Jon David Carman - GSK

What three items would you take with you if 
you were on a desert island?

Unlimited supply of coffee, My kindle, A hammock

Who/what inspires you?

I love cooking. Raymond Blanc inspires my 
attempts are creative culinary genius.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in 
February, what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

I recently watched First Man which did pick up Best 
Score at the Golden Globes. Phenomenal film, 
highlighting the huge amount of resilience & 
courage taken to land on the moon for the first 
time.



Ryan Clifford - Barclays

What three items would you take with you if you 
were on a desert island?

Swiss Army knife (covers most of the basics), Water 
filtration device (a basic need!), a hammock to relax J

Who/what inspires you?

Seeing other people’s journeys. I’ve known students  
who have struggled with university life and studying but 
because of their resilience and a positive attitude and 
asking for help they’ve flourished into confident 
professionals. I get no greater joy than seeing these 
types of transformations.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

Incredibles 2 was a highlight for me in 2018 – it was a 
long wait for the sequel! For 2019 I’m looking forward to 
watching “On the Basis of Sex” – I love an inspiring 
‘based on a true story’ film.



David Sint – QMUL 

What three items would you take with you if you 
were on a desert island?

A toothbrush, Toothpaste, An aircraft carrier

Who/what inspires you?

I get inspired by so many things! From the ingenuity 
of human creations that make life easier but go 
unnoticed, to the people I’m around.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in 
February, what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

I’m most looking forward to Frozen 2, of course! But 
also, I want to see Green Book and A Private War.



Bryony Grimes – Telefonica O2

What three items would you take with you if you were 
on a desert island?

My favourite book, an enormous box of Crème Eggs and a 
rowing boat… or is that cheating?!

Who/what inspires you?

That’s a question I could give so many different answers to! 
Above all, people who have pursued and championed their 
passions, beliefs and out-of-the-box ideas in societies that 
weren’t quite ready to accept something new. That takes a 
lot of bravery, and that inspires me.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

I really enjoyed Annihilation – the sci-fi horror film starring 
Natalie Portman. I like films that play on your mind for weeks 
after!



Emma Spillane – Telefonica O2

What three items would you take with you if 
you were on a desert island?

Radio (for music and news),  sun-cream (I’m 
useless in the sun), food (lots of snacks)

Who/what inspires you?

Dedication – when someone is 100% 
committed to something. I rarely have that 
focus.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in 
February, what’s your favourite film for 
2018/9?

The Lion King remake



Jake Constable – Telefonica O2

What three items would you take with you if you were on a 
desert island?

My Guitar, a Football, Terry’s Chocolate Orange

Who/what inspires you?

My Parents

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s 
your favourite film for 2018/9?

Avengers – Endgame



James Allan – Telefonica O2

What three items would you take with you if 
you were on a desert island?

Phone (Hope for signal), Laptop, Solar power 
generator.

Who/what inspires you?

My family – They taught me everything from my 
work ethic to my sense of humour and I couldn’t 
achieve what I do without their influence.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in 
February, what’s your favourite film for 
2018/9?

Avengers: Endgame



JJ H’ng – Telefonica O2

What three items would you take with you if you were 
on a desert island?

Solar power electricity generator, Kindle and a fishing net.

Who/what inspires you?

Travelling and being out of my comfort zone. When you 
travel, you not only encounter so many different cultures and 
ways of life, but you also meet so many new and interesting 
people who can teach you completely unexpected life 
lessons.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

Favourite film for 2019: Toy Story 4



Khalid Abouargub – Telefonica O2
What three items would you take with you if you 
were on a desert island?

Coffee, My Laptop Duct Tape (Because I once 
watched an episode of Myth Busters where they 
proved you can survive on an island with only duct 
tape, albeit a lot of it)

Who/what inspires you?

It’s a cliché but improving and getting better, I’m a firm 
believer in trying to make sure I do everything today a 
little better than I did yesterday and it has served me 
well so far.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

I watched Vice recently and it ticked all the boxes for 
me, informational, funny and great acting.



Jon Lord - Ultima
What three items would you take with you if you were on 
a desert island?

Serious answer – Leatherman multi-tool, fire starter / striker, 
bivi (bivouac).  Less serious – iPad loaded with loads of 
apps, kindle books, music and movies, iPad solar charger, 
Loo roll

Who/what inspires you?

Currently Elon Musk, his visionary outlook, diversity of the 
technologies and companies he’s involved with and his 
desire to use technology to be a disrupter and force others to 
do better (and he doesn’t take himself too seriously, either by 
smoking weed while being recorded or photoshopping his 
face on the Rock’s body and saying he ‘lift’s a little’ on 
twitter!).

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s 
your favourite film for 2018/9?

I don’t watch many films, but Peter Jacksons’ They Shall Not 
Grow Old had a profound affect on me, it really brought home 
the horrors and realities of WW1, but generally how cheery 
and optimistic outlook the servicemen had no matter what 
they witnessed.



Matt Hudson – Ultima 
What three items would you take with you if you were on a desert 
island?

Boat, GPS Device and a trunk full of food and water. The book 

Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy Trilogy of Five, sunscreen and a knife 

for, you know, protection, hunting etc.

Who/what inspires you?

it would have to be a really predictable answer which is my 

children. The absolute desire for knowledge they possess is 

amazing. Always asking questions and trying to learn new things. I 

think people who are always on the hunt for knowledge are very 

inspiring and children always have this thirst.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s your 
favourite film for 2018/9?

“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”. I’m also a massive 

Aaron Sorkin fan, so really enjoyed “Molly’s Game”. Lastly, “Get Out” 

was a really good film too.



Adrian Lees - IBM

What three items would you take with you if you were on a desert island?

I am going to cheat a bit here and say a Kindle with all the books I can read, my wife 

because I can be happy anywhere with her, and honey glazed ham. I really love ham!

Who/what inspires you?

First, my mum. A single parent working long hours who still had time to taxi me to my after 

school commitments so I didn't miss out. Keeping that work/life balance is extremely 

important to me. And a manager at a previous job; despite going through a tremendously 

difficult period in her own life, still found the strength and compassion to support me at my 

lowest point. Two strong, committed women who have been there at critical times to help 

keep me afloat.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s your favourite film for 

2018/9?

Captain Marvel; it is about time Marvel rolled out a female superhero lead with their own 

film!!



Jessica Morris - IBM
What three items would you take with you if you were on a desert island?

Book - Harry Potter and The Order of the Phoenix (I'm guessing I can't count all 7 

books as one item so I picked the longest one!), my phone so that I can listen to music 

- who needs iPods and mp3 players these days? A large bar of Dairy Milk Fruit & Nut

Who/what inspires you?

My Mum. She raised me on her own and although we had very little, I couldn't have 

had a better upbringing. She supported me all through my studies and in my career - I 

wouldn't be where I am today without her. She continues to inspire me every day with 

her strength, as she is currently going through her own health battles. Yet, she is still 

just as loving and caring as ever.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s your favourite film for 

2018/9?

I'm really looking forward to seeing the remake of The Lion King, I'm glad James Earl 

Jones will be reprising his role as Mufasa, and I love Beyonce so looking forward to 

hearing her sing as Nala. I'm a huge Disney fan and I was finally able to go to Disney 

World in November 2018 and make my childhood dreams come true!



Jon White - IBM

What three items would you take with you if you were on a 
desert island?

MP3 player to listen to music, a portable DVD player with the 

complete James Bond collection, and a boat!

Who/what inspires you?

My wife and children

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s 
your favourite film for 2018/9?

For 2018, then Bohemian Rhapsody. For 2019, I would have said 

the next Bond movie, but that's now delayed to 2020!



Kate Froggatt – IBM
What three items would you take with you if you were on a desert island?

Seaplane, Pilot and Petrol - but I would wait soak up the sun for a bit before leaving :-)

Who/what inspires you?

A few people have inspired me as I have grown up starting with the Spice Girls. When I 

look back at it now, it wasn't all about the fashion or music but rather the girl power 

generation that went on to kick-start a new conversation around gender equality. If you 

are like me, I would recommend reading "What would the Spice Girls Do" by Lauren 

Bravo. I was definitely sporty spice and my sporting love was field hockey. I looked up to 

Kate Richardson - Walsh who went on to Captain the Olympic Gold Medal winning team 

in 2016. As I started to travel the World, experiencing new cultures the likes of Richard 

Branson and Michelle Obama became very inspirational.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s your favourite film for 

2018/ 9?

The Favourite - but to be honest, I have not seen many this year!



Matt Rigby - IBM

What three items would you take with you if you 
were on a desert island?
Spotify, my brother (he would probably bring some 
logic to the situation), pack of post-its (the uses are 
endless).

Who/what inspires you?

My family, they’re all completely different but drive 
and inspire me in everything I do.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

I can’t say I have a favourite film just yet, but I am 
looking forward to the new Star Wars IX.



Joe Macauley–Yeoman - Global

What three items would you take with you if you 
were on a desert island?

Smart Phone, Laptop, Satellite Internet. With these 
three things you can literally achieve anything!

Who/what inspires you?

I am inspired by people that show courage and 
ambition with integrity and authenticity. Recently I 
have been inspired by Marc Porat. He is a little 
know visionary that ideated and started to build the 
smart phone in 1990, there is an amazing feature-
documentary coming out this year about his 
company General Magic, a spin off from Apple, that 
I strongly recommend.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

I’m not a huge movie fan, I struggle to settle for that 
length of time – but the film I am most excited for in 
2019 has to be Toy Story 4!



Josh Wintersgill – Able Move

What three items would you take with you if 
you were on a desert island?

Compass, firestarter, a knife

Who/what inspires you?

Time

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in 
February, what’s your favourite film for 
2018/9?

Ready Player One, nominated for Best Visual 
Effects



Sina Haghighat - Shell

What three items would you take with you if you were on 
a desert island?

Football, long book, Michael Phelps

Who/what inspires you?

Growth - Developing myself and seeing results inspires me

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, what’s 
your favourite film for 2018/19?

Hobbs & Shaw - Dwayne Johnson, Jason Statham and Idris 

Elba in one film! Looking forward to the action.



Atul Roy - BT

What three items would you take with you if you 
were on a desert island?

A lot of food and water in case there are more people 
stranded on the island, a satellite phone and an 
autonomous helicopter with remote office desk setup

Who/what inspires you?

The legends who live among us. Every person I meet is 
superior to me in some way, and in that, I learn from 
them.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

Next Avengers



Roxana Maria Lungu – P&G

What three items would you take with you if you were 
on a desert island? A surf board, some white paper, a 

Tangram puzzle

Who/what inspires you?

Change. I strongly believe that what got you “here” is not 
necessarily what will drive you “there”. One should, from 

times to times, re-evaluate his/her skills, improve them, 
and/or learn new ones. Situations of change provide the 

right opportunity to do exactly that.

The Baftas and the Oscars took place in February, 
what’s your favourite film for 2018/9?

Rather than movies, I am more for tv series and stand up 

comedy shows. I am recently discovering some good 
comedians form back home (Italy and Romania) on 

YouTube



  
 

Tech Industry Gold Student/Employer Event  
13th March 2019  

Allianz Park, London 
 

Time Sessions 

9:30 – 10:00 Set-Up Time - Employer Pull up stands  
(Tulip Room) 

From 9:30 Registration 

(Fez Room) 
Refreshments and Networking 

(Tulip Room) 

09.45 Judging Panel Briefing 

For employers acting as judges 
(Players’ Lounge) 

10:30 – 10.40 Key Note Speaker - Welcome 

Colin Bannister – VP, Head of Presales (Europe, the Middle East and Africa) VMWare 
(100 Club) 

10:40 - 10:45 Key Note Speaker - Setting the Scene 

Jon Carman – Product Manager, Digital Supply Chain, GSK 
(Tech Industry Gold Alumnus) 
(100 Club) 

10:45 – 13:00 Red Group Blue Group Blue / Red 

10.45 – 11.50 Project activity 

Telefonica and Ultima 
(100 Club) 

Speed networking 

(Tulip Room) 
Competitions  

11:55 - 13:00 Speed networking  

(Tulip Room) 
Project activity  

Telefonica and Ultima 
(100 Club) 

(Players’ Lounge)  
(Board Room) 

13:00 – 13.30 Lunch  

(Tulip and Fez Rooms) 

13:35 - 14:35 Tech Industry Gold 
Talks 

Blue Group  

Global 
(100 Club) 

Tech Industry Gold 
Talks 

Red Group 
IBM 
(Fez Room) 

University/Employer Networking 

For employers and university staff 
ONLY 
(Players’ Lounge) 

14:40 – 15.00 Key Note Speakers – Welcome back  
Debbie Vavangas – Digital Strategy and iX Lead, UK & Ireland, IBM 

15.00 – 15.40 Key Note Speakers 

• Atul Roy – Senior Manager Strategy, BT 
• Roxana Maria Lungu – UK Analytics & Insights, Procter & Gamble  
(100 Club) 

15.40 – 16.05 Key Note Speakers – Alumni Panel                  

(100 Club) 

16:05 – 16:30 Winners Showcase & Close   

(100 Club) 

 



Competition details

IBM are offering you and your team the opportunity to be part of a 1 day prototyping event at an IBM 

location where we will take your winning idea and build a prototype together. Through a fast, iterative 

approach, we will build multiple versions with the aim of creating a final demonstrable product that will 

then be showcased back to the joint team and a wider audience.

This will be an opportunity to put concepts from Design Thinking, Agile, and DevOps into use alongside 

IBMers who use these techniques working with clients every day. There will also be time to learn about 

what it means to be an IBMer, take a tour (depending on location) and learn about some of the cutting 

edge concepts that IBM are developing right now.

You will be hosted by Tech Industry Gold graduates now working at IBM  as we aim to help you deliver 

on your idea and immerse you in what it means to work at IBM.

Good Luck!!

From: The ITMB@IBM Team



Competition first years

How will AI innovate businesses in the future?

As the AI revolution is due to take place, your challenge is to 
explore AI technologies and develop a unique idea that will 
innovate and benefit a business of your choosing (UK based or 
not, it’s up to you!). The aim is not to completely replace 
employees, but to utilise AI with the view of enabling 
employees to be more effective, smarter, and/or valuable.

Create an A1 poster to illustrate and explain your concept and 
form the basis of your presentation to the judges.



Competitions second, final years and 
Msci students

How will AI innovate businesses in the future?

As the AI revolution is due to take place, your challenge is to 
explore AI technologies and develop a unique idea that will 
innovate and benefit a business of your choosing (UK based or 
not, it’s up to you!). The aim is not to completely replace 
employees, but to utilise AI with the view of enabling 
employees to be more effective, smarter, and/or valuable.

Create a professional presentation and if possible demonstrate 
a simple prototype to showcase your concept to the judges.



Prizes
First Year Competition – Sponsored by IBM
First Prize - £500 & Trophy
Special commendation - £300
Third Prize: £200

Second / Final Year Competition – Sponsored by IBM
First Prize - £500 & Trophy
Special commendation - £300
Third Prize: £200

Spot prize award – Sponsored by Telefonica O2
‘Shadow a digital leader’
Tweet of the day Award



Testimonial - university

Since the start of the Tech Industry Gold accredited degree 
programme, students have achieved excellent results 
compared to other business/tech degrees.

Dr Kevin Doyle
University of the West of England



Key stats: female representation



Testimonial - alumnus

What I loved about my course is its ability to bring together the 
worlds of business and technology, and how how they both 
interact.

Liam Jack alumnus
Now at IBM iX



Key stats: Starting a business



Testimonial - employer

Tech Industry Gold accredited degrees really do provide 
students with a fast start into the competitive graduate market 
place.

Jenny Taylor
IBM



Key stats: 1sts and 2:1s



Testimonial - university

The student-employer events organized by Tech Partnership 
Degrees are what makes the Tech Industry Gold courses stand 
out above all other degrees.

Professor Ray Dawson
Loughborough University



Key stats: Employment prospects



Testimonial - university

These Tech Industry Gold Student/Employer Networking 
Events are a differentiator to our undergraduates. The 
employers’ shared insight, encouragement and feedback is 
invaluable.

Dr Antonios Kaniadakis
QMUL



Testimonial - alumnus

Tech Industry Gold accredited degrees bring together students, 
alumni and employers, providing great opportunities throughout 
and beyond the programme.

Jon Carman alumnus
Now at GSK



Key stats: Graduate salaries



Questions to ask employers
• What's your favourite part of your job?
• How did you get into the role / industry you are in now?
• Did you always know that this is what you wanted to do with 

your career?
• What's your least favourite part of your job?
• What makes a CV/application form stand out to you?
• What's been your biggest career struggle and how do you 

overcome it?
• What's your favourite tip for preparing for interviews?
• What's been one of your biggest career accomplishments?
• Do you have any favourite networking tips or tricks?
• Do you have any tips for recent grads just starting out?



We value your feedback so 
please complete our survey.

Thank you!

https://www.surveygizmo.eu/s3/90125869/Feedback-South-Event-2019

